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NINA CHANEL ABNEY’S PAINTINGS BEAR OVERLOADED
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Nina Chanel Abney poses in front of Nasher Museum mural (photo: J. Caldwell)
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RELATED: NARI WARD'S EPHEMERA AND BLACK 
AMERICAN LIVES

Abney’s first museum show, Royal Flush, opened in February 

2017 at the Nasher Museum of Art in North Carolina, and has 

been traveling ever since. After stops in Chicago and Los 

Angeles, its final resting place is the Neuberger Museum of 

Art in Purchase, upstate New York, where it is currently on 

view. The exhibition covers 10 years of Abney’s work and 

shows a movement towards abstraction and a simplifying of 

her visual language. However, regardless of changes in style, 

her content is always inspired by current events, deftly 

transforming into deceptively playful atmospheres akin to 

fairy tales, cartoons, and more recently card games (through 

the symbolism found in playing card decks).










